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INSTRUCTIONS: Please complete l tems A.  B and C.  l tem D should be completed i f  you replaced
al l  or  par t  p f  your  regular  water  supply  wi th  rec la imed or  po l lu ted water .  RETURN
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known,  check the months in  which water  was used.
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B. Purpose of  Use

lrr igat ion

Stockwatering
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C. ChanEes in Method of Diversicl - Describe
previous statement was f  i led.  (New pump,
diversion, etc.)

any  changes  in  your  p ro jec t  s ince  your
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o r
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o. l f  par,t of the water l isted in
ind icate the annual  amounts of

Pa r t  A  cons i s t s  o f  rec la imed
rec la imed or  po l lu ted water  in

po l l u t ed  wa te r ,  p l ease
space below.
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GENERAL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO WATERRIGHTS IN CALIFORNIA

There are two principal types of surface water r ights in Cal i fornia. They are r iparian

and appropriat ive r ights.

A r iparian r ight enables an owner of land bordering a natural lake or stream to take

and use water on his r iparian land. Riparian land must be in the same watershed as

the water source and must never have been severed from the source of supply by an

intervening parcel without r.eservation of the riparian right to the severed parcel.

General ly,  a r iparian water user must share the water supply with other r iparian users.

Riparian r ights may be used to divert the natural f low of a stream but may not be

used to store water for later use or to divert water which originates in a different water-

shed, or return flows from use of groundwater.

An approprigt ive r ight is required for use of water on nonriparian land and for storage

of water. General ly,  appropriat ive r ights may be exercised only when there is a surplus

not needed by r iparian water users. Since 1914 new appropriators have been required

to obtain a permit and license from the State.

Statements of Water Diversion and Use must be f i led by r iparian and pre-l914

appropriative water users. The fil ing of a statement {1) provides a record of water

use, (2) enables the State 1o notify such users if someone proposes a new appropriation

upstream from their diversion, and (3) assists the State to determine i f  addit ional

water is avai lable for future appropriators.

The above discussion is provided for general information. For more specif ic informa-

tion concerning water rights, please contact an attorney or write to this office. We have

several Famphlets avai lable. They include:

" ,"statements of Water Diversion and Use"
"l nformation Pertaining to Water Rights..in. California"
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